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Public Education Programme for the  

“Policy Framework for the Management of  
Municipal Solid Waste (2005-2014)” 

 
Funding Application Resubmitted by the Friends of the Earth 

 
Purpose 
    
  Further to the three funding applications approved by the Committee in 
December 2008 (ECF Paper 50/2008-2009), we would like to seek the 
Committee’s agreement to support another funding application, namely 
“E-waste Life” by the Friends of the Earth (FoE) (Annex), under the Public 
Education Programme for the “Policy Framework for the Management of 
Municipal Solid Waste (2005-2014)”.   
 
Background 
 
2.  To tie in with the implementation of the key initiatives under the 
“Policy Framework for the Management of Municipal Solid Waste 
(2005-2014)”, the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) invited the 
third round of funding applications under the Public Education Programme in 
October 2008 with the following themes: 
 

(a) Producer Responsibility Schemes for Plastic Shopping Bags 
The previous focus of public education campaigns has mostly 
been on reduction at source.  Additional activities should be 
organized i) to encourage recovery and recycling of plastic 
shopping bags, ii) to discourage switching to other single-use 
carriers, such as paper bags, and iii) to promote reuse of 
“environmentally friendly” bags. 
 

(b) Producer Responsibility Schemes for Beverage Containers and 
Packaging Materials  
Collection and recycling of beverage containers and packaging 
materials should be encouraged.  For instance, glass bottles, 
which are often disposed of immediately after use, could be a 
possible focus.  Proposals on recovery of beverage containers and 
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packaging materials, particularly with the involvement and 
contribution of producers, would also be welcomed. 

 
3.  Upon closing of the application period, a total of eight funding 
applications were received.  Three funding applications1 were recommended by 
the Waste Management Subcommittee (WMSC) of the Advisory Council on the 
Environment and approved by the Committee in December 2008.   WMSC also 
offered comments to the current application for appropriate revisions.  
 
4.  Having taking into account the comments from WMSC2, the FoE has 
revised and re-submitted its funding application for further consideration by 
WMSC. 
 
Recommendations 
 
5.   The WMSC further considered the current application at its meeting in 
February 2009.  Noting appropriate revisions made and merits in drawing public 
attention to the problem of e-waste, the WMSC agreed to recommend the 
funding application for consideration by the Committee.   The proposal would 
run from April 2009 to April 2010, with a budget of $483,460.   
 
Advice sought 
 
6.  Members are invited to advise whether the recommended funding 
application should be supported. 
 
 
Environmental Protection Department  
March 2009 
 

                                                 
1  Hong Kong Plastic Bag 3R Campaign (PEP 017) by Greeners Action; Advanced Recycling Community (PEP 

023) by Tai Po Environmental Association; and Weekly No Plastic Bag Day at Pharmacies (PEP 024) by 
Greeners Action 

2  The proposal should focus on public education instead of policy research; No overseas visit would be allowed; 
Publicity through MTR advertisement would not be supported. 


